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those of the West; but in recent years a considerable trade
has been done in some of the products of the establishments
carried on in Western methods, especially in cotton manu-
factures of different kinds, and these compete directly not
only with the products of Indian mills, but also with those of
Lancashire. At a recent meeting of the cotton mill-owners
in Bombay, some of the speakers dwelt on the increasing
competition with Japan and China, and they did not look
forward with pleasure to the future when that competition
would be increased. Matches and umbrellas of Japanese
manufacture are now largely used not only in India but all
over the East, and quite a variety of articles in European
style, manufactured in Japan, are now imported into India.

It is no part of our present plan to describe, far less
to criticise, the  details of the  Government of India, but
no one who thinks of affairs in the East can
avoid asking the  question, What is to be its
future, and what will be  our position in the
coming time ?

More than fifty years ago Mountstuart Elphinstone
wrote: " I conceive that the administration of all the
departments of a great country by a small number of
foreign visitors, in a state of isolation produced by a differ-
ence in religion, ideas, and manners, which cuts them off
from all intimate communion with the people, can never be
contemplated as a permanent state of things. I conceive
also that the progress of education among the natives renders
such a scheme impossible." Much has happened since these
words were written. Education has developed, and Western
ideas have been accepted by the graduates of Indian colleges
and others who have studied in Europe, and it cannot be
wondered that they have attempted, and not always wisely,
to formulate their ideas as to the future government of India.
The problems of India are numerous and difficult, and
their enumeration, far less their discussion, has not meantime
been attempted. We have indicated only some of the
lessons which India may learn from Japan, and noted some